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SENATOR MCCARTHY INTERVIEWED 

GUEST: Senator Eugene McCarthy, Democrat, Minnesota 
PANEL: Wally Bruner, Bill Gill, ABC News Correspondents 


BRUNER: Senator McCarthy, there has been some specula- 

t ion that the suddenly . announced resignation of the Admiral 
as chief of CIA -- Admiral Rayborn, may have come about as 
a result of some of his attitudes toward your motion for a place 
on the CIA Watchdog Committee in the Senate. Do you have anv 
information concerning the retirement?" 


, MCCARTHY : . "No, I don't have any -- well, the information 
that he has retired is the only information I have. And no indi- 
cation that his retirement had anything to do with his attitude 
toward the Foreign Relations Committee as a possibility that the 
CIA might report somewhat more fully to our committee than 
it now does. Lve always assumed that the position he took was 

S e Whlch was recom mended to him by his principle in 

the White House, and that there ’d be no reason as to why his posi- 
tion with reference to reporting to us would have been a factor 
m his resignation." 


D . . ? R ™ ER: MW p«l d we assume then that the appointment of 
the CIA position?" 18 successor would n °t herald any change in 


M ? CAR ? HY : , W( r L1 ’ 1 d °e't know whether it would herald any 

tRe P oslt:Lon of the CIA with reference to the Congress 
or the Foreign Relations Committee. Helms does have a reputation 
ot being a rather sensitive person and somewhat concerned about 

to ° f the a S enc y» hut also its relationships 

to Congress and it smethods of operation. P 

"My judgment of any recent directors of the CIA among the 
recent directors go back as far as Allen Dulles at least. He 
is-- m advance of his appointment indicated a greater sensiti- 
vi y on is matter than any of his immediate predecessors." 
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_BRUNER: "Well, was your criticism of the CIA, Senator, 

one of a personal nature toward Admiral Rayborn, or towards 

the rather clandestine activities we've been led to believe the 
CIA engages m ?" 

MCCARTHY: "Well, my concern has been with the agency it- 

seit r The early concern , mine and others, was not so much, with 
its involvement m foreign policy as over the almost procedural 

h ° W the ?° ngress ought to some direction and su- 

rZZZi ° to a s< r cret agency. This was the concern of the Hoover 
commission when it made recommendations back in 1955, and the prin- 

P £ e? emphasis in the resolutions which were then adopted 
''^ ae Ma 2 sf ^ ld Resolution here in the Senate and mine in the 
House, and other bills that were directed to this problem. 

n n q a couxse of ten years this concern, of course, has con- 

tinued but there has been an added concern over the involvement 
of the agency in foreign policy itself. And, of course, this 
aa b een the objective of the resolution which, we are reporting 
t. 0i the Foreign Relations Committee to provide not just super- 
vision over the operation of the agency as a secret agency P 
somewhat detached from foreign policy operations, but the shift 
ara P has:Ls .bns been on its foreign policy operations, and upon 

refponsibil^v r of°v • 6 not JtB t the claim, but the 

responsibility of Foreign Relations as an agent of the Senate to 
exercise somewhat more careful supervision." senate to 


BRUNER: 


'Well, Senator...." 


get acbi^ R on Y thp' inte3 f im P eriod > when we couldn't 

^ ° th b ^ I] -> 1 have raised questions about the director' 

wera b ^ ing a PP u oia ted. This is a government of men, you 

at the t?me a i aS ^ 1S a g° vernme nt of laws, and particularly 

t hree^poin t s °of t challenge^" 611 " ° f McCone(? > 1 did ^ two or 

, BRUNER: "But isn't the CIA really supposed to be an arm of 

ie President of the United States? And we've heard a lot of 

recently that under the Constitution? only thf 

£ -°/ a£fairs - Now/so? in ttis 

he g sees fit L ® al P2 o1 ?° use in wha Cever means 

ees ■ 1 - xt in foreign affairs and foreign policy?" 

that 1 thlnlc it: really comes pretty close, 

? ’ t<? being nonesense. In the first place, the 

rather m al °? e 1S not . respons ible for foreign policy. The 
rather clear language m the Constitution imposing resDonsibi Htv 

in°?tl SoS n t?tT t0 S ^ ra in these lecitiZ? aEII pZtZatly X 
stitution^and the traditions of the country an involve- 

the directLfof ?oieign e poUcy? lnati0n ° f P ° liCy and in 

It used to be you could do this pretty much, through 
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treaties and through, the confirmation of Ambassadors and the con- 
firmation of the Secretary of State. But in the 20th. century 
you can't do it that way. You have to develop some new processes# 
The CIA is an agency of the President, but to the extent it's in 
foreign policy, it's also an agency of the Congress itself# 

And to the extent that it's in any other activity, we are con- 
cerned about its operation as an executive agency# 


It's like saying the President is the Commander in Chief 
of the Army and, therefore, Congress ought not to investigate the 
Pentagon, because this is a simple extension of the Presidential 
power. We're not really called upon to direct the Army, but we 
do have responsibility -- Congress does -- for maintaining an 
Army and responsibility for the policies that are carried out, 
successfully or otherwise by the Defense Department." 

GHi'- "Does the White House share your view?" 


GARTHY: I don t know if the White House has ever spoken 

very clearly on this.. The indications are that they are of the 
opinion that the CIA is in a somewhat different category. There 
was some justification, I think, for that position when it was 
largely an intelligence agency, although, even then Congress has 
to be concerned as to whether or not we have good intelligence 
^•^Gncx.Q.s v 


nnl . Bu ^ r . lOW that ^ ls admittedly involved in influencing foreign 
P?- L ^ y and in executing foreign policy, I think the jurisdiction 
clear e " COnSreSS and especiall y the Senate has become increasingly 


BR ™ e R: Senator, it has appeared that you’re headed for 

1 f t l° or £ lght °2 y° ur attempt to get a seat on the watchdog comm- 
fi^ht?" y ° U foresee now an y chance of avoiding that floor 


MCCARTHY; 


I don t know* There’s been no -- as £a:r as 


, - . , * ~ vv * x Li.ci o o uetiu no — as iar as 

I kn ° w > no preliminary effort to discourage such, a fight, or at 
least there's been no injection of the replacement of Reborn? 
who really was never much, of an issue in this# It was generallv 
considered that his relation to th.e CIA was -I well? it was 7 
there, but that he was not a great force really in this whole 

floor f^hr em "" t h at WS therefore , go on and have the 

tioor fight as we have anticipated#" 


BRUNER: 


"How have you lined up support? Do you...." 


, , . MCCARTHY : Well,. we haven't done very much on it. It's 

the kind of issue on which, I think, most members of the 

are ? ulte alert. It's been around for quite a long time. 

m^ I nr e 1 -h rl '5i tGn a i etter and there 've been two or three speeches 
de on the floor of the Senate with, reference to the CIA. 
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"I expect that once the resolution is laid down, that we 
will then kind of intensify our efforts to inform and persuade 
the members of the Senate to support it.” 

BRUNER: "How do you project the CIA question in the coming 

elections? Do you think it can be or will be made an issue?" 

MCCARTHY: "Well, I don't think it will be a very signifi- 

cant issue, although I -- from the point of view of the Adminis- 
tration, I think it would be helpful for them, with reference to 
what is called by some a credibility gap -- with reference to 
Vietnam, the whole rather complex and confused matter of foreign 
policy in the Far East -- if they were to indicate support for 
this resolution to involve the Congress in at least a very limited 
way in closer direction of the Central Intelligence Agency." 

BRUNER: "Well, Senator, the President has nominated a 

Deputy Director of the CIA to replace Admiral Rayborn. Will this 
be a problem in the Senate in confirming this appointment? Is 
there any move to use this as a tool in order to get your seat 
on the watchdog committee?" 


MCCARTHY: "Well, I don't think so. I don't think it would 

be very effective in making this effort, since the reputation of 
Helms is very good. There 're two conditions under which, it's 
very difficult to use an appointment as a kind of lever. One 
is if you appoint aman who has no reputation, and the other is 
if you appoint one who has a reasonably good reputation. Now, 
the confirmation of Admiral Rayborn was a relatively simple on$, 
because he had no reputation with reference to intelligence at 
all — _no involvement really in government, except the — well, 
very little excepting in the Navy, which, really took him out of 
the area of controversy. 

"In the case of Helms, you have a man whose reputation 
generally is quite good. And as you know, the tradition has been 
in the last year or two if you appoint a career man that this is 
a kind of non-controversial appointment usually. 


GILL: "Well, Senator, I get the feeling you'd like 

to limit the CIA strictly to intelligence activities. Is this true?" 


MCCARTHY: "Well, I don't quite say that. I think it pro- 

bably has a role -- somewhere if you didn't have the CIA, you'd 
have to create some other operation within the State Department 
itself in the operations area. But when it does move into opera- 
tions particularly I think it should be subject to much closer 
Congressional supervision than it now receives," 


BRUNER: "How much, information are you usually given by 

the Senate watchdog committee concerning the political activities 

of the CIA?" 




6 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000500020020-6 _ „ 

course, they don't report to the Senate. 


T 1 


Approved For Release 2004/01/16 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000500020020-6 



BRUNER: "To the Foreign Relations Committee at all...." 

MCCARTHY: "...right here. I mean they don't report to 

us, no. They -- whatever information they have is pretty much 
their own. At least there's no formal report to us. Of course, 
you can always talk to a member of the committee who will tell 
you what he thinks he's free to tell you about it. But there's 
no way of indicating any relative measurement of this kind of in- 
formation given to us." 

BRUNER: "Senator, is there some jealousy involved here? 

I know I've heard man Senators say that they've been told by members 
of the existing committee on the CIA that those members say, 

'If you knew what I knew, you wouldn't feel the way you do, but 
because you're not on the committee, I can't tell you.' Is 'there 
some jealousy here you think?" 

MCCARTHY: "Well, I don't know if it's jealousy, Wally. I 

think you get involved to some extent in this in that ever pre- 
sent problem of the psychology of the inner ring. I think in 
this case the drive on the part of those of us who are outside 
to get in is not half as strong as the disposition of those who 
are on the inside to keep the rest of us out. 

"As you said, 'If you knew what I knew,' is standard defense. 
And I proposed several years ago that any time a member said that 
about any committee on which he was serving, he ought to be re- 
moved from the committee at once -- that he'd developed a kind 
of almost psychosis that would probably serve to interfere with, 
the proper operation of the Senate itself. 

"I do think there's something of that running in the 
opposition, too, because they say, 'Look, we're here and we're 
the in group,' a little bit like the old buffalo bulls on the 
prairie who claimed their own range even though they couldn't eat 
all the grass. This is ours even though we can't quite handle it, 
why, you can stay out' there in the desert." 
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